


DearSIHAM council

The Society for Indian Human &Animal Mycologists (SIHAM) would like to submit India$s
bid to hold ISHAM 2015 in New Delhi, India.

Wishing to see you in New Delhi in 2015

The young society, SIHAM, is performing a
Herculean task by increasing awareness and developing good diagnostic mycology
laboratories to face the challenges of the rapidly increasing fungal infections in this
subcontinent. Holding the ISHAM Congress in India in 2015 will provide a major impetus to
our efforts not only in this country but also in the whole of South East Asia. We solicit your
support to help us making India the choice of venue in 2015. While seeking your support for
our bid, we would like to draw your kind attention to the following facts:

1. The tropical climate of India is conducive for high incidence and prevalence of fungal
infections. Therefore, holding the ISHAM Congress here is a very effective way of
achieving the objectives of ISHAM in letter and spirit.

2. ISHAM has NEVER held any Congress in Southeast Asia, though more than half of
world population lives here.

3. In the last few years many international meetings on other medical disciplines are
organized in India susccessfully.

4. India is a vibrant economy with nearly 10% growth rate. Many pharmaceutical
companies are now attracted to invest in this country. Organizing ISHAM congress in
India would be much easier in this environment. Therefore, organization of ISHAM
2015 in India would be viable.

5. India is an important country for tourists, as the world's highest mountain ranges,
mighty rivers, dense forests, miles of sea beaches, tropical islands and sandy deserts
make veritable feast for them. The comparatively lower prices for essential usable and
many other fashionable items in India also make the tour attractive.

6. India has a rich heritage of art, architecture and culture. The Wonder Taj Mahal, the
magnificent Royal Palaces, ever attractive Forts and Gardens , the Cave Paintings and
theTemples are unique and unparallel.

7. SIHAM is planning to organize a feast of rich academic activities, cultural programs
and sight seeing trips during the proposed conference in a country where the guest is
revered and regarded at par with God!

Arunaloke Chakrabarti, President, SIHAM

Uma Tendolkar, Vice-President, SIHAM

Niranjan Nayak, Secretary, SIHAM

M.R. Shivaprakash, Treasurer, SIHAM

B. M. Hemashettar, Immediate Past President, SIHAM
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India is an ancient land with a
fascinating spectrum of cultures
and rich scientific traditions and
would be an ideal venue for
hosting the 19th Congress of
ISHAM 2015, because of the
following reasons

ISHAM has never held any
Congress in India or any of the
Southeast Asian countries.
Holding the next Congress in
India would, therefore, be a
crucial step for accelerating the
deve lopmen t o f c l i n i ca l
mycology that is imperative for
control l ing the extent of
morbidity and mortality due to
mycotic infections in this densely
populated part of the world.

India's tropical climate, and
density of its population are among
the factors conducive to the
development and spread of a wide
spectrum of mycotic infections.
But inadequate awareness, paucity
o f d i a g n o s t i c m y c o l o g y
laboratories, and lack of adequate
trained personnel are the real
problems, this country is facing.
Medical and veterinary mycology
still remains a virtually neglected
and underdeveloped branch of
Microbiology in majority of
hospitals, medical colleges and
other biomedical or veterinary
institutions in India. Holding the
Congress here will stimulate and
generate renewed interest and
invigorate greater activity in this
interdisciplinary specialty.
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Ÿ
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Presently a large number of
workers in India are keenly
interested in human and animal
mycoses. We have a young
scientific association, SIHAM
(Society for Indian Human and
Animal Mycologists) that is
affiliated to ISHAM and has
organized biennial conferences so
far. The Congress will invigorate
the national society to strive
harder for the attainment of its
goals.

Though Asia is the home to the
largest world population, ISHAM
has held very few meetings in this
continent. Acceptance of the venue
in India would serve to promote
two of the major objectives of
ISHAM, i.e., to encourage the
practice and study of medical and
veterinary mycology in this region,
and to facilitate international
exchange of valuable and scientific
ideas and informations.

The proposed ISAHM Congress
2015, if held in New Delhi, would
certainly provide a big impetus to
further growth and development
of medical and veterinary
mycology in India and other
countries of theAsian continent. It
will serve to stimulate young
researchers of the whole region to
step up their studies on mycotic
diseases aimed at early diagnosis,
successful therapy and possible

control.

The growing and vibrant
economy of Inida is another major
reason for the choice of ISHAM
2005 in India. Economically the
conference will be viable as major
pharmaceutical groups are taking
interest in India

Ÿ

Communication

Access

Enduring appeal

English is the main language of
communication in India

Getting to and from India has never
been so easier or more affordable as
it is to-day. There are flights to
India from a wide range of cities in
the Europe, the US, Australia, the
SE Asian countries, South America
and the South Africa. India is
served by major low cost national
airlines as well as various
international carriers, and boasts
international airports in Delhi,
Mumbai, Bangalore, Chennai,
Kolkata and many others.

India has made a substantial
investment in tourism facilities and
is extremely well served by hotels,
restaurants and other essential
tourism/business infrastructures.
There is also an outstanding
selection of conference venues
from luxurious hotels to state of-
the-art purpose-built centers.

E v e r y y e a r, h u n d r e d s o f
international tourists chose India as
their overseas location for trips/
meetings with many returning to

World-class facilities

19 ISHAM Congress, 2015: New Delhi, India as an ideal venue.th
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Venue:

Accommodation:

The venue for the Congress in New
Delhi can be selected out of the
following options, depending on
the seating capacity and other
requirements.
Capacities:
Siri FortAuditorium - 2,250 seats
Ashok Hotel, Convention Center

2,500 seats
Taj Palace International Hotel,

Darbar Hall - 1,600 seats
Vigyan Bhawan - 1,400 seats

There are smaller halls at each
venue for holding concurrent
scientific sessions. All of the above
venues have the requis i te
audiovisual facilities.

New Delhi can cater for up to
20,000 delegates with over 250
hotels, and also, new hotels are
coming up fast. The number of
delegates that usually attend the
ISHAM Congress can thus be
easily accommodated.

There are a number of hotels in
New Delhi with various price
categories to suit the individual
needs . Accommodat ion o f
delegates will be arranged in these
hotels. Tariffs are low as compared
to those in other major convention
centers in the world. Many of these
hotels are in five-star, four-star or
three-star category and they belong

Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

to international chains of hotels.

The conference wou ld be
organized by a national Organizing
Committee to be constituted in
consultation with the ISHAM
Council. As already mentioned, the
Organizing Committee will be
supported by the SIHAM as well as
by the premier scientific funding
agencies of the Government of
India, viz. Indian Council of
Medical Research (I.C.M.R),
Department of Science and
Technology (D.S.T), Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research
(C.S.I.R) and Department of
Biotechnology (D.B.T) who have
already consented for sponsorship.

Arrangement to hire services of a
reputed event management firm!
International Conference and
Exhibition Services! or ! Imedex"
or ! Congress Care" will be made.
Besides, necessary spadework has
been done to book a suitable venue
of the Congress/Exhibition.
Furthermore, arrangement will be
worked out for accommodation of
delegates.

A w e l l - b a l a n c e d a n d
comprehensive scientific program
will be prepared in consultation
with the ISHAM Council. The
program will comprise keynote
addresses , guest lec tures ,
symposia, plenary sessions,
workshops, debates, poster and
oral sessions in conformity with
the pattern of the previous
Congresses. Also, a special effort
will be made to focus on the

Conference Organization

Professional Organization:

Scientific program:

this country again and again. India
i s h o m e t o t h e M a j e s t i c
HIMALAYAS and has a rich
variety of tourist attractions such as
the Ajanta & Ellora caves in
Maharastra; the Taj Mahal in Agra,
a heritage site monument as well as
one of the Seven Wonders of the
World;famous world heritage sites
with spectacular examples of
Moghul architecture, gardens,
fountains and tombs in Delhi.
Further, there are many beautiful
mountain resorts in the Himalayas,
marvelous temples in South India
and historical churches in Goa,
besides the fabulous beaches along
the coastal lines. Moreover,
tourism in India is far less
expensive than that in the
developed countries.

In the past, New Delhi has hosted
many big international congresses
and conventions with delegate
Strength up to 20,000 in diverse
fields such as politics, science,
medicine and arts. In Medicine
International Conferences were
held in New Delhi in the recent past
in various disciplines such as
P s y c h i a t r y , N e p h r o l o g y,
N e u r o l o g y, O r t h o p e d i c s ,
immunology haematology etc.
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mycotic diseases relevant to the
developing world.

A rich and varied program such as
city dightseeing tours, visits to
museums, art galleries, handicraft
emporia, craft museums, shopping
centres etc. will be planned for
accompanying persons. Other
attractions will be programs like
herbal beauty treatment, visit to
nearby Indian villages, etc.

India is globally famous for its rich
heritage of art and culture.
Arrangement will be made to
provide the delegates with
glimpses of folk arts, dances and
music of traditional India. In
addition, exclusive sightseeing
excursions and pre- and post-
congress tours will be arranged to
various destinations like Agra,

A c c o m p a n y i n g p e r s o n ' s
Program:

Jaipur, Khajuraho, Varanasi,
Srinagar, Goa, Nepal etc., besides
the local sight seeing in Delhi
itself. These tours will be arranged
depending upon the interest and
request of the delegates.

The Budget structure will be based
upon our experiences from the
previous years and association
guidelines. According to the
attendance figures achieved by
p r e v i o u s c o n f e r e n c e s w e
conservatively estimate that just
over 1000 delegates will come to
New Delhi to attend the conference
in 2015, and we can cater for
substantially more than that
number if necessary.

The funding goal for this
conference is to provide a quality
program and information at a
reasonable cost to delegates.

The main source of funding will be
those raised from National
Scientific Bodies, Pharmaceutical
companies and the Registration
Fees.

With the growing recognition of
increasing prevalence of fungal
i n f e c t i o n s i n I n d i a , t h e
pharmaceutical companies have a
bigger stake in promoting the
antifungal drugs in the expanding
Indian market. Besides, with
increasing number of laboratories
in this country, companies
marketing immuno-chemicals,
consumables, reagents for
m o l e c u l a r b i o l o g y a n d
sophisticated equipments, are

Is the bid viable?

Budget & Event Promotion

aggressively campaigning for their
products. The Congress would be
an important venue for those
companies to promote their
products. The organizers are
confident of raising substantial
funds through a commercial
exhibition of a variety of products
marketed by these companies.

The Government of India's
scientific organizations such as the
I.C.M.R, C.S.I.R, D.S.T and D.B.T
h a v e r e c o g n i z e d m y c o t i c
infections as emerging diseases.
They have recently enhanced
financial allocations for research in
fungal diseases. They would be
supporting this Congress. Last but
not the least, the Society for
Human and Animal Mycologists
(SIHAM) would be the principal
organizer of the conference and it
w i l l t a k e f u l l f i n a n c i a l
responsibility. The question of any
financial loss to the organizers or to
the ISHAM does not arise. On the
contrary, we are expecting to
transfer the saving to ISHAM.

The final goal of thisconference is
to provide a quality program and
information at a reasonable cost to
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all delegates.

Emphasis has been laid on value
for delegates, with subsidized
rates for students and participants
from developing countries.
Conference registration fees are
exempt fromVAT in India.

Upon substantial sponsorship
! Travel Awards" will be provided
to fund attendance for qualifying
disadvantaged delegates

Upon substantial sponsorship
! Travel Awards" will be provided
to fund attendance for qualifying
disadvantaged delegates

Ÿ

Some initiatives to achieve this
goal include:

Delegate registration includes:

Ÿ

.

.

! Delegate pack and programme
information

# Participation in all conference
sessions

# Tea and coffee during breaks

# Lunches every day.

# Aticket to the Gala Dinner

# Full access to facilities within
the Convention Centre

Event Promotion / Exhibition
facilities:

Conclusion:

Summary

Why in India?

Facilities for exhibition and
display counters will be available
at all Congress venues.

In its history of 48 years, ISHAM
is yet to hold its Congress in a
South Asian country. India, the
w o r l d$s l a r g e s t s e c u l a r
democracy, would be an ideal
venue for the 19th Congress in
2015. Being a tropical country, a
wide variety of fungal infections

It is apparent from the above, that
hosting the 19th ISHAM 2015
Congress in New Delhi, India, is a
pretty attractive proposition. It
will be an honor indeed for us to
host this Congress and to utilize
this splendid opportunity to
rededicate ourselves to the
advancement of medical and
veterinary mycology in all its
aspects, if our proposal to host the
19th ISHAM Congress in New
Delhi is accepted.

are prevalent here. There is an
urgent need for promoting greater
awareness and for improving the
mycological diagnostic facilities.
By holding a Congress in India,
ISHAM can significantly promote
awareness among medical
p r a c t i t i o n e r s , l a b o r a t o r y
diagnosticians and policy makers
and boost the enthusiasm of young
investigators of the region by
exposing them to international
p e e r s a n d t o t h e l a t e s t
developments in diagnostics and
therapy of fungal infections.

India has a heritage of over 5000
ye

ence will be held
in a hotel of international standard
with all modern amenities. We can
assure a well-balanced scientific
and social program that will make
the 19th ISHAM Congress a truly
memorable event.

ars where hospitality is a way of
life. With its sunny beaches, snow-
capped Himalayas, exotic resorts,
historic monuments, forts and
palaces, India is regarded as a
dream destination of tourists that
suits every pocket. New Delhi, the
capi ta l and venue of the
conference, is well connected by
air, and the confer

What can we offer?
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