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WHY IT MATTERS
Working Group Meeting 22 January 2026



1. Updates on logo, website, summaries
2. Repartition of topics for summaries 
3. Identification of patients interested in engagement in the 

Patient Advisory Board (PAB), including networking with patient 
coordinators and physicians

4. Presentations of subgroups and ongoing projects:
• CPA Quality of Life (QoL) – Inderpaul Singh
• Pediatrics Subgroup – Zoi Pana
• IFI PRO QoL on filamentous probable/proven IFI – Terenzio

Cosio
5. Statement paper

Agenda



Logo

Credit: Terenzio Cosio



GOAL

Patient representation and 
advocacy in invasive 
fungal infections - The 
International Society for 
Human & Animal 
Mycology (ISHAM)

ISHAM Website

https://www.isham.org/working-groups/patient-advocacy/


Update on lay summaries
• Living with chronic pulmonary 

aspergillosis (CPA): Understanding and 
managing a long-term fungal lung infection 
by Inderpaul Singh Sehgal, Valliappan 
Muthu, Ritesh Agarwal

• Hidden Mould in the Air: What High-Risk 
Patients Need to Know
by Cornelia Lass-Flörl, Stephan Steixner, 
Angelika Bauer

• Sporothrix is among us, in the 
environment, in cats, in humans -, let’s 
learn together about sporotrichosis. 
by Amanda Ribeiro dos Santos, Dayvison
Francis Saraiva Freitas, Isabella Dib 
Ferreira Gremião, Sandro Antonio Pereira, 
Vanice Rodrigues Poester, Luisa Helena 
Monteiro de Miranda

Thank you!



Repartition of topics for summaries 
Deadline: end of March 2026

Repartition of topics.xlsx

Include Key Messages / Graphical Abstracts

https://1drv.ms/x/c/af15085f693c55de/IQBMNqeFROX2TptZAi-6n3CGAdnEeDK43OJCbZYmc0CUCzY?e=mg4taU




Patient Advisory Board (PAB) 
– interested patients

• Identify interested patients 
through

-own clinical network
-patient self-help groups 
-social media 

• Connect with physicians 
& patient coordinators

• Onboard to PAB

Goal
Engage patients with IFI at your institution who are 
interested in advocacy.

How
Identify suitable patients for:
• Patient-to-patient advice
• Facilitate meaningful contributions to advocacy 

activities
• Story-telling and interviews
• Reviewing lay summaries of research proposals



Presentations of subgroups 
and ongoing projects:

CPA Quality of Life (QoL)
Inderpaul Singh

IFI PRO QoL on filamentous 
probable/proven IFI
Terenzio Cosio

Pediatrics Subgroup 
Zoi Pana



Statement Paper

Purpose:
• Present the Working Group’s objectives and perspective and 

achievements so far
• Raise awareness 
• Provide recommendations and calls-to-action

Submission mid 2026, Medical Mycology



Working Group Meetings / Timeline

• End of January 2026: Repartition of topics for summaries, aim end of 
March 2026 for drafts and review process

• Regular meetings to share updates and coordinate efforts: suggest 
every 3 months, timezone adapted (ensure smooth communication 
across regions)

• Mid of 2026: Publication in “Medical Mycology” presenting the WG 
aims/ objectives, ongoing projects, create visibility and engage potential 
new members



Stay connected

Let’s connect on LinkedIn to spread 
the word, grow our reach, and 
engage more interested people.

@Ilana Reinhold
@Laura Walti



Ilana Reinhold (Chair):
ilana.reinhold@uk-koeln.de
Laura Walti (Co-Chair): 
laura.walti@insel.ch

Big thanks to:
Janina Leckler, Johanna Brustkern

Contact

mailto:ilana.reinhold@uk-koeln.de
mailto:laura.walti@insel.ch
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