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1. Title of Working Group
ABPA complicating asthma

2. Name(s) of Coordinator(s) with email addresses

Ritesh Agarwal (agarwal.ritesh@outlook.in)
Arunaloke Chakrabarti (arunaloke@hotmail.com)
David Denning (david.denning@manchester.ac.uk)

3. Website URL for external website (if relevant)
https://abpaworkinggroup.org/

4. Objectives and expected outcomes for the forthcoming year

1. Increase the awareness of ABPA among physicians treating asthma
patients.

Collaborate on issues related to epidemiology and pathophysiology.
Collaborating on issues related to genetic susceptibility.

Frame objective evidence-based consensus diagnostic criteria.

Formulate a consensus management protocol.
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Issues related to heterogeneous disease presentation with special
reference to developed and developing countries.

5. Achievements of the Working Group in 2023 (250 words) '3

The ABPA working group made significant strides in diagnosing and managing
ABPA with the publication of revised guidelines in the European Respiratory
Journal [Eur Respir J 2024; 63(4): 2400061.]. Using a modified Delphi method,
we conducted online surveys between 15th June and 15th August 2023. We
sent out invitations to 43 experts, of whom 39 participated (13 countries
across six continents). The revised ISHAM-ABPA guidelines represent a
comprehensive update, incorporating the latest research and clinical
practices. One of the key achievements is the refinement of diagnostic
criteria, enhancing the accuracy of ABPA diagnosis. The guidelines provide a
more precise delineation between ABPA and other Aspergillus-related
conditions, reducing the risk of misdiagnosis and ensuring that patients
receive appropriate and timely treatment.

Furthermore, the guidelines introduce updated recommendations for
managing ABPA, emphasizing a multidisciplinary approach. This includes a
combination of antifungal therapy, corticosteroids, and immunomodulatory
treatments tailored to the severity and stage of the disease. This consensus



guideline for diagnosing, classifying, and treating ABPA and ABPM will bring
uniformity and simplify the inclusion of patients in clinical trials.
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Funding provided by ISHAM in the past 3 years (Budget and year)

15000 CHF plus 2310 Euros (2023)

8.

Supplemental material for the new website

Working Group Mission Statement

The ISHAM ABPA Working Group is dedicated to advancing the understanding,
diagnosis, and treatment of ABPA. Through collaborative research, education,
and advocacy, we strive to improve patient outcomes, promote innovative
therapies, and increase awareness among healthcare professionals and the
public. Our mission is to foster a global network of experts committed to
excellence in ABPA care, ensuring a better quality of life for those affected by
this condition.

9.

Upcoming events planned for 2024-2025

In 2024-2025, the ABPA working group plans to disseminate the revised
ISHAM-ABPA working group guidelines

10. Top 3 WG products from the past 5 years

https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/63/4/2400061
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Members attending the ISHAM-ABPA working group meeting on 7" September
2023, at Pune, India

12. Working Group members
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