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ISHAM ABPA Working Group Annual Report 2023 
 

1. Title of Working Group 

ABPA complicating asthma 

2. Name(s) of Coordinator(s) with email addresses 

Ritesh Agarwal (agarwal.ritesh@outlook.in) 
Arunaloke Chakrabarti (arunaloke@hotmail.com) 
David Denning (david.denning@manchester.ac.uk) 

3. Website URL for external website (if relevant) 

https://abpaworkinggroup.org/ 

4. Objectives and expected outcomes for the forthcoming year 

1. Increase the awareness of ABPA among physicians treating asthma 
patients. 

2. Collaborate on issues related to epidemiology and pathophysiology. 

3. Collaborating on issues related to genetic susceptibility. 

4. Frame objective evidence-based consensus diagnostic criteria. 

5. Formulate a consensus management protocol. 

6. Issues related to heterogeneous disease presentation with special 
reference to developed and developing countries. 

5. Achievements of the Working Group in 2023 (250 words) 1-3 

The ABPA working group made significant strides in diagnosing and managing 
ABPA with the publication of revised guidelines in the European Respiratory 
Journal [Eur Respir J 2024; 63(4): 2400061.]. Using a modified Delphi method, 
we conducted online surveys between 15th June and 15th August 2023. We 
sent out invitations to 43 experts, of whom 39 participated (13 countries 
across six continents). The revised ISHAM-ABPA guidelines represent a 
comprehensive update, incorporating the latest research and clinical 
practices. One of the key achievements is the refinement of diagnostic 
criteria, enhancing the accuracy of ABPA diagnosis. The guidelines provide a 
more precise delineation between ABPA and other Aspergillus-related 
conditions, reducing the risk of misdiagnosis and ensuring that patients 
receive appropriate and timely treatment.  

Furthermore, the guidelines introduce updated recommendations for 
managing ABPA, emphasizing a multidisciplinary approach. This includes a 
combination of antifungal therapy, corticosteroids, and immunomodulatory 
treatments tailored to the severity and stage of the disease. This consensus 
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guideline for diagnosing, classifying, and treating ABPA and ABPM will bring 
uniformity and simplify the inclusion of patients in clinical trials. 

6. Publications arising from the Working Group  

1. Agarwal R, Muthu V, Sehgal IS. Relationship between Aspergillus and 
asthma. Allergol Int 2023; 72(4): 507-520. 

2. Agarwal R, Muthu V, Sehgal IS. Clinical Manifestation and Treatment of 
Allergic Bronchopulmonary Aspergillosis. Semin Respir Crit Care Med 
2023; 45(01): 114-127. 

3. Agarwal R, Muthu V, Sehgal IS, Dhooria S, Prasad KT, Soundappan K, 
Rudramurthy SM, Aggarwal AN, Chakrabarti A. Aspergillus Sensitization 
and Allergic Bronchopulmonary Aspergillosis in Asthmatic Children: A 
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis. Diagnostics (Basel) 2023; 13(5): 
922. 

4. Agarwal R, Muthu V, Sehgal IS, Dhooria S, Prasad KT, Soundappan K, 
Rudramurthy SM, Aggarwal AN, Chakrabarti A. Prevalence of Aspergillus 
sensitization and Allergic Bronchopulmonary Aspergillosis in bronchial 
asthma: A systematic review of Indian studies. Lung India 2023; 40(6): 527-
536. 

5. Agarwal R, Muthu V, Sehgal IS, Dhooria S, Prasad KT, Soundappan K, 
Rudramurthy SM, Aggarwal AN, Chakrabarti A. Prevalence of Aspergillus 
Sensitization and Allergic Bronchopulmonary Aspergillosis in Adults With 
Bronchial Asthma: A Systematic Review of Global Data. J Allergy Clin 
Immunol Pract 2023; 11(6): 1734-1751 e3. 

6. Agarwal R, Sehgal IS, Muthu V, Dhar R, Armstrong-James D. Allergic 
bronchopulmonary aspergillosis in India. Clin Exp Allergy 2023; 53(7): 751-
764. 

7. Agarwal R, Sehgal IS, Muthu V, Dhooria S, Prasad KT, Aggarwal AN, Garg M, 
Rudramurthy SM, Chakrabarti A. Long-term follow-up of allergic 
bronchopulmonary aspergillosis treated with glucocorticoids: A study of 
182 subjects. Mycoses 2023; 66(11): 953-959. 

8. Jin M, Douglass JA, Elborn JS, Agarwal R, Calhoun WJ, Lazarewicz S, 
Jaumont X, Yan M. Omalizumab in allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis 
(ABPA): A systematic review and meta-analysis. J Allergy Clin Immunol 
Pract 2023. 

9. Madhavan V, Muthu V, Sehgal IS, Dhooria S, Prasad KT, Aggarwal AN, 
Agarwal R. Malnutrition in Allergic Bronchopulmonary Aspergillosis 
complicating asthma. Lung India 2023; 40(6): 563-566. 

10. Muthu V, Dhooria S, Sehgal IS, Prasad KT, Rudramurthy SM, Aggarwal AN, 
Chakrabarti A, Agarwal R. Nebulized amphotericin B for preventing 
exacerbations in allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis: A systematic 
review and meta-analysis. Pulm Pharmacol Ther 2023; 81: 102226. 

11. Ram B, Muthu V, Prasad KT, Sehgal IS, Dhooria S, Aggarwal AN, Agarwal R. 
Bronchodilator responsiveness is less common in allergic 
bronchopulmonary aspergillosis-complicating asthma than asthma alone. 
J Allergy Clin Immunol Pract 2023; 11(12): 3780-82. 
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12. Sehgal IS, Dhooria S, Muthu V, Rudramurthy SM, Prasad KT, Chakrabarti A, 
Aggarwal AN, Agarwal R. Identification of distinct immunophenotypes in 
chronic pulmonary aspergillosis using cluster analysis. Mycoses 2023; 
66(4): 299-303. 

13. Sehgal IS, Dhooria S, Soundappan K, Rudramurthy SM, Chakrabarti A, 
Agarwal R. Comparison of three sample types for performing LDBio 
Aspergillus immunochromatographic technology lateral flow assay for 
IgG/IgM antibody detection in chronic aspergillosis. Clin Microbiol Infect 
2023; 29(3): 404-405. 

14. Soundappan K, Muthu V, Dhooria S, Sehgal IS, Prasad KT, Rudramurthy SM, 
Chakrabarti A, Aggarwal AN, Agarwal R. Population prevalence of allergic 
bronchopulmonary aspergillosis in asthma: An epidemiological study of 
43,261 participants from North India. Clin Exp Allergy 2023; 53(7): 777-780. 

7. Funding provided by ISHAM in the past 3 years (Budget and year) 

15000 CHF plus 2310 Euros (2023) 

 

Supplemental material for the new website 

 

8. Working Group Mission Statement  

The ISHAM ABPA Working Group is dedicated to advancing the understanding, 
diagnosis, and treatment of ABPA. Through collaborative research, education, 
and advocacy, we strive to improve patient outcomes, promote innovative 
therapies, and increase awareness among healthcare professionals and the 
public. Our mission is to foster a global network of experts committed to 
excellence in ABPA care, ensuring a better quality of life for those affected by 
this condition. 

9. Upcoming events planned for 2024-2025 

In 2024-2025, the ABPA working group plans to disseminate the revised 
ISHAM-ABPA working group guidelines  

10.    Top 3 WG products from the past 5 years 

https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/63/4/2400061 

11.  Images 
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Members attending the ISHAM-ABPA working group meeting on 7th September 
2023, at Pune, India 

12.  Working Group members 

Please provide a complete list of all WG members  

 
Ritesh Agarwal 
Professor 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 
 
Inderpaul Singh Sehgal 
Associate Professor 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 
 
Valliappan Muthu 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 
 
David W Denning 
Professor of Infectious Diseases in Global Health  
The University of Manchester 
Manchester UK 
 
Arunaloke Chakrabarti 
Director 
Doodhadhari Burfani Hospital, Haridwar, India 
 
Kathirvel Soundappan 
Associate Professor 
Department of Community Medicine and School of Public Health 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 
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Mandeep Garg 
Professor 
Department of Radiodiagnosis and Imaging 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 
 
Shivaprakash M Rudramurthy 
Professor 
Department of Medical Microbiology 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 
 
Sahajal Dhooria 
Associate Professor 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 
 
Darius Armstrong-James 
Professor of Infectious Diseases and Medical Mycology 
Faculty of Medicine, Department of Infectious Disease 
Imperial College, London, London, UK 
 
Koichiro Asano 
Professor 
Division of Pulmonary Medicine, Department of Medicine 
Tokai University School of Medicine, Kanagawa, Japan 
 
Jean-Pierre Gangneux 
Professor 
Univ Rennes, CHU Rennes, Inserm, EHESP, Irset (Institut de recherche en 
santé, environnement et travail), UMR_S 1085, Rennes, France  
Centre Hospitalier Universitaire de Rennes, Laboratoire de Parasitologie-
Mycologie, ECMM Excellence Center in Medical Mycology, French National 
Reference Center on mycoses and antifungals (CNRMA LA-Asp C), Rennes, 
France 
 
Sanjay H Chotirmall 
Associate Professor and Provost’s Chair in Molecular Medicine 
Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine, Nanyang Technological University (NTU) 
Singapore, and Department of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine 
Tan Tock Seng Hospital, Singapore  
 
Helmut J.F. Salzer 
Professor 
Division of Infectious Diseases and Tropical Medicine, Department of Internal 
Medicine-Pneumology, Kepler University Hospital,  
Medical Faculty, Johannes Kepler University, Linz, Austria 
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James D Chalmers 
Professor 
School of Medicine 
University of Dundee, Scotland  
 
Cendrine Godet 
Professor 
Univ. Paris Sorbonne, Assistance Publique - Hôpitaux de Paris, Hôpital Tenon, 
Service de Pneumologie et Oncologie Thoracique, Centre constitutif Maladies 
pulmonaires rares Paris, France 
 
Marcus Joest 
Consultant Pulmonology, Allergology 
Helios lung- and allergy center  
Bonn, Germany 
 
Iain Page 
Consultant in Infectious Diseases & Acute Medicine 
NHS Lothian, Regional Infectious Diseases Unit 
Western General Hospital, Edinburgh 
 
Parameswaran Nair 
Professor of Medicine, McMaster University, Adjunct Professor of Medicine, 
McGill University, Staff Respirologist, St Joseph's Healthcare Hamilton, 
Canada 
 
P Arjun  
Consultant 
KIMS Hospital, Trivandrum, India 
 
Raja Dhar 
Consultant 
Department of Pulmonology 
C K Birla Hospitals, Kolkata, India 
 
Kana Ram Jat 
Additional Professor 
Division of Pediatric Pulmonology, Department of Pediatrics 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, India 
 
Geethu Joe 
Consultant Microbiology,  
Jupiter Hospital, Pune, India 
 
Uma Maheswari Krishnaswamy 
Professor 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine  
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St. John's Medical College and Hospital, Bengaluru, India 
 
Joseph L Mathew 
Professor 
Pediatric Pulmonology Division, Department of Pediatrics 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 
 
Venkata Nagarjuna Maturu 
Consultant 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine 
Yashoda Hospitals, Hyderabad, India 
 
Anant Mohan 
Professor 
Department of Pulmonary, Critical Care & Sleep Medicine 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, India 
 
Alok Nath 
Professor 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine 
Sanjay Gandhi Postgraduate Institute, Lucknow, India 
 
Dharmesh Patel 
Consultant 
City Clinic & Bhailal Amin General Hospital, Vadodara, Gujarat 
 
Jayanthi Savio 
Professor 
Department of Microbiology  
St. John's Medical College and Hospital, Bengaluru, India 
 
Puneet Saxena 
Senior Advisor and HoD  
Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine 
Army Hospital (R&R), New Delhi, India 
 
Rajeev Soman 
Consultant 
Department of Infectious Diseases,  
Jupiter Hospital, Pune, India 
 
Balamugesh Thangakunam 
Professor 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine 
Christian Medical College, Vellore, India 
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Caroline G Baxter 
Consultant, Department of Respiratory Medicine 
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust 
Manchester, UK 
 
Felix Bongomin 
Professor 
Department of Medical Microbiology & Immunology 
Faculty of Medicine, Gulu University, Gulu, Uganda 
 
Manchester Fungal Infection Group, Division of Evolution, Infection and 
Genomics, Faculty 
of Biology, Medicine and Health, University of Manchester, Manchester, UK 
 
William J Calhoun 
Professor 
Department of Internal Medicine 
University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, Texas, USA 
 
Oliver A Cornely 
Professor of Internal Medicine 
Institute of Translational Research, Cologne Excellence Cluster on Cellular 
Stress Responses in Aging-Associated Diseases (CECAD), Excellence Center 
for Medical Mycology (ECMM) 
University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany 
 
Jo A Douglass 
Professor of Medicine, University of Melbourne, Royal Melbourne Hospital 
Parkville, Australia 
 
Chris Kosmidis 
Senior Lecturer, Division of Evolution, Infection and Genomics 
University of Manchester 
Hon. Consultant in Infectious Diseases 
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust 
 
Jacques F Meis 
Institute of Translational Research, Cologne Excellence Cluster on Cellular 
Stress Responses in Aging-Associated Diseases (CECAD), Excellence Center 
for Medical Mycology (ECMM), University of Cologne, Cologne, 
Germany; Centre of Expertise in Mycology Radboudumc/CWZ Nijmegen, The 
Netherlands 
 
Richard Moss 
Professor Emeritus 
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Center of Excellence in Pulmonary Biology, Division of Pulmonary, Asthma and 
Sleep Medicine, Department of Pediatrics, Stanford University School of 
Medicine 
Palo Alto, CA, USA 
 
Alessandro C. Pasqualotto 
Molecular Biology Lab, Santa Casa de Misericordia de Porto Alegre, Brazil; 
Federal University of Health Sciences of Porto Alegre, Brazil 
 
Danila Seidel 
Scientific Lead Clinical Mycology  
Department of Internal Medicine, University Hospital, Cologne, Germany 
 
Rosanne Sprute MD 
Institute of Translational Research, Cologne Excellence Cluster on Cellular 
Stress Responses in Aging-Associated Diseases (CECAD), Excellence Center 
for Medical Mycology (ECMM) 
 
Kuruswamy Thurai Prasad 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 
 
Ashutosh N Aggarwal 
Professor 
Department of Pulmonary Medicine 
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh, India 

 


